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Overviewof the day

The hter-faith Counciffor Wales (ICW)yorking with the Equalities and Human
Rights Commission (EHRC) and the Community Development Foun(@ddibh
held a consultation dagt Newport in Marcho find out what interfaith work is
happeningm the SouthEastof Wales.The event was hosted lifie Newport
Interfaith Group andgupported byCommunity House Eton Roddewport

Over 90people from different faith communities and backgrounds were
invited with 23 peopleattending.Everyone received\aery warm welcome at
Community House and the event wagreat success

The daystarted with short introductions l
from the key note speakers to set the
scene for interfaith and equalities work
both locally and nationallyincluding
Revd Alan Bayes (ICEY Court (CDF)
andour guestlohn Griffiths Assembly
Member for Newport East

Followingthe introductions people split into small groups thiscuss what they
wanted to achieve from the day and what would make it a good experience for
everyone.They the shared with each other what good community relations
meant to them and Liz Court facilitated the feedback sessions. Following
refreshments discussions turned to intaith work and Nigel Anthonyroject
Manager presented the online Interfaith Map, feating the Newport area.

Networking and relationship building took place over a relaxed lunch. In the
afternoonsession, the focus was very much on Newport and South East Wales
with Marilyn Pridaythe localinterfaith DevelopmentWorker, setting the

scere for everyoneMarilynalso outlined three potential local interfaith
projectsthat the Newport Interfaith Group would like to undertaked the

group split up to discuss these in more detdiile groupcameup with awide

range ofideas whicthave been witten up and included in this report

The main outcome of the dawasrelationship building sharing information
and the opportunity for a renewed focus olocalinterfaith work in Newport.
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Background

Themainaim ofthe Wales Interfaith NetworlkGoodRehtions consultation
processs to build the capacity of the Intdaith Council for Waleso it can
better help build relations between peopl&om different faith and spiritual
communities and tdurther engage thaegions, civic society and theder
public across Wales.

The project started in December 2009 with the aim of carrying out three
regional interfaith consultations to be completed by 30 April 2010.

The project brief aims tancrease capacity to build regional
interfaith structures across Wales to: create good relations and
deeper understanding between all faith communities and wider
society;to provide guidance to the general public to reduce
tension, prejudice and hate crime; to engage with hitherto
unrepresented faith, spiritu@nd other communities, including
both those of belief and nabelief; and to engage more women
and people from dierent racial/ethnic backgrounds in interfaith
community work

Partners

The partners for this project atde Inter-faith Council for Wale@CW) the
Community Development Foundatidiales(CDFandthe Equality and
Human Rights Commission (EH®RRiXh has funded this workMore
information on these partners can be found in the Appendix).

Theproject is managed by thiater-faith Council for Wakewhichaims to build

a culture of mutual understanding and respect between the different faith and
spiritual communities living in Wales, and with the wider secular sodiéty.
seeks to raise public awareness of what makes each faith community different
and what unites them. In recent years it has actively sought to be more
inclusive whilst respecting the sensitivities around traditional interfaith work.
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TheSouth EasWalesconsultation event

The consultation event wawsted byNewport Interfaih Group and supported
by Community House Eton Ro&alver90 people were invited and3people
attended from different faith and spirituatommunities, including Christian,
Quaker, Hare Krishn&alindu,Sikh,Muslim and people of nofaith.

Keythemes
The ley themes for the consultation were

wshare stories and experiences of

Building Good Community
Relations through Interfaith

good or challenging community and Equalites work in Wales
.
relations

wexplore the barriers and the
opportunities for Good Community
Relations in a growingnulti-faith
and multi-cultural society in South
East Wales

wwork together to set up three
local interfaith projects

Consultationprogramme

Theconsultationprogrammeincluded the following

w LYy idNRRdzOG A 2gditingfiidBc¥ne & LIS { S NA
wFacilitated interactive sessions

winterfaith workin Walesandthe new orline interfaith map

wFocus on Newpomnd its local priorities

wGroup discussion and feedback

wHow the day wenand evaluation
wConclusions,&nowledgements and close
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Main outcomes and next steps
The mainoutcomes achieved at the end of the consation daywere:

9 Abetter understanding of th&Valesinterfaith and equalities agendand of
the work of Community House and the Newport Interfaith Group

1 New relationships and contacts had been made in a warm friendly
community setting

9 Enthusiasmo take forward three local interfaith initiatives in South East
Wales:

o an onlinelocal interfaitheventscalendar
o a faith diversitytrainingprogrammefor Newport

0 a pilot schemeo createa multi faith shared spacat Community
House

9 Agreement by thdocalinterfaith group to continue to map the faith and
spiritual communities in the South East area using the new online Wales
Interfaith Network and map

The next stepare tobe decided by the Newport Interfaith Group and
Community Houswvith the full support of the Interfaith Council for Wales.

Interfaith and equalities work in Wales

Liz Court introduced herself as the facilitator for the tfagn handed over to
Revd Alan Bayethe Chair of the Intefaith Council for Wales, to provide some
backgraind on this projectAlanoutlined theconsultationprocessin more
detailand addedhat the Newport onsultationdaywas thefirst of three
interfaith outreacheventsto learnmore about interfaith work and faith
communities across the regioon$ Wales

Revd Alan then invited the local Assembly Member for Newport, Habn
Griffiths, © say a few words. John said tlzet a local boy frorRillgwenllyin
Newport, he wasdelighted to be invited totisfirst interfaith consultation

event andfully supportedthe work of Newport Interfaith Group, Community
House and the Intefaith Council for Waleslohnoffered to help in any way

that he could within the boundaries of his remit as a local Assembly Member.
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Revd Alan thanked him for
coming and invited Johrot
be part of a group
photograph before he left
for other duties.

Revd Alan then continued his introduction dynfirming that this projecthad

the full support of thenter-faith Council which represented all major faith
communitiesin Walesincluding:. I K QA X . dZRRKA&GX / KNA &
Muslim and SikhHehighlighedthat in thelast two years, the Council had

extended itsmembership to include the regions of Wales dmitherto

unrepresented faith and spiritual commuies.

Alan updated the gup on the successful work of the Int&ith Council at
national level over the last 7 or 8 years and directed people to the report
Inter-faith Wales: Building trust and respect between people of all faiths
throughout Wales(copies were available on tlay and by download from
0 KS [ 2 dzy Owviwinierfagh@ales.arg S

Community Development and Equalities work in Wales

Liz Courthen explained her background and roleHsad of Operations,
Wales forthe Community Development Foundatidrizconfirmed that CDF
fully supporsthis interfaith initiative in Wales aan opportunity to promote
goodcommunity developmenprinciples sipporting social cohesion work and
good race relations

Lizmadeapologieson behalf ofSteve Bennetof the Equality and Huan
Rights Commissiacand providednformation onthe EHRC and the new single
eqgualities agenda in Wales
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Facilitated interactive sessions

Throughoutthe day people workdin small groups to share their knowledge
and experience and answer some keestionsand the results are
summarised below.

What are the guidelines for making the day a good experience for everyone?

People worked ipairs with someone they had not yet met to discuss this
guestion.The main pointsaised were

w Need for are withlanguageto listen welland beself awareandencourage
othersto take part

w People able taome and gahroughout the day

w Clear directiongood ideas and outcomes

w Respect others, friendship, good relationships

w Share, include peoplenable to atter

w Appropriate challenge is acceptable

Everyone agreed witthese and to abide by the throughout the day

What do people expect from today?

| Ve S The group was asked to find someone
2 Ao new to share this question with and to
write the expectations onto post
Frrvee notes and stick these to the flipchart.

In the feedback session, Liz explained

that the expectationswvould be

reviewedto find outwhether the day

hadf A S R dzLJexpertatiois2 LI S Q2
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Group Discussion and Feedback

What does good community relationsiean to
you?

This exercise involved working in groups of four
or five to consider the questicabout what

good community relationsneans to themEach
groupwas asked tdeed back theoints raised

Summary
w Sharing skills, knowledge, consulting easther

w I?etter unqer,stanf:iing of different fajths gnd cultuge(sregting opportunitieg i
uz2z 3IASu 02 1yz2g SIOK Z2UKSNJIla aLIS2LI S

w Respect,nust, tolerance, doking after each otherwvaluing people

w Good partnership, friendships, workingiith schools and yaug people

w Addressing issues of fear and mistrugted and jealousy

w Inclusion, sense ofier-connection respect for diversity, equality

w Humanity with humilitybecominggood role models

How does interfaith work help build good community relations

The nextexercisebuilt on the previous onandthe groups came up with the
following points:

w Better understanding of other faithsopportunity for dialogue
w Dispels misconceptionduilds trustand tolerance breaks down ignorance
w Brings groups tagther, welcome for all reaches out to people

w Creates aae space thais neutral, balanced and caring sypport
mechanismencourages openness

wDevelogNB & LISOG T2 NJ Schr@te canimigrdvhlliizsiof T A O KX f
different faiths combats ignorancerad fear

w Provides opportunities foragial activities togethewhichcan lead to
friendships, wellbeing, enjoyment and easier communication
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Onlineinterfaith map

\Cw

Nigel explained that thénter-faith Council was in @ B
the process of creating an online Wallnterfaith ™ S@D
Network with a map and directory of interfaith ) - w&/}f
work . =ik
activities This carbe seen on the website =E T N Y
www.interfaithwales.org along with a directory ‘ @

of organisations and contacts interested in
interfaith work.

Nigel gave a demonstration of the map highting the 30 or so different
interfaith groups and organisatioraross Waleszooningin on the South East
area of Wales so that the group could see what has been mapped in the
Newport area so far.
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Marilyn explained that she had provideletails of the major faith communities
and places of worship in the Newport area to get the local map sta8kd.
confirmed that the Newport Interfaith Group would take on the responsibility
for checking these details and for ensuring the other lodéh feommunities

are added tahe map.

The new online interfaith network and map was warmly received and the
consensus was that this would prove to be a very useful resoutbe ifuture.
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Focus on Newport and the South East of Wales

The afternoon sessiofied by Marilyn Proday, the Interfaith Development
Worker at Community Hous&cussedn the community building work of the
Newport Interfaith Group and Community Housed ended with discussions
aboutthe priorities for the coming year or so.

Interfaith work in Newport

Marilyn startedwith a brief history of interfaith work in NewporttAne time
Newport hadbeen a community of mainly indigenoMgelshpeople buthad a
long history of people coming to the South East Wales area from many
different counties- where today there are 22 languages spoken locally.
Marilyn explainedhe history of Community House Eton Ragldichwas
originally aPresbyteriarChurchin Walesplace of worshipdemolished 41
years ago anthenrebuilt as a community centrasteadof a churchwith a
chapel for worship at its centre

As the population of Maindee changed, the work of the community cemdse
increasinglffocussed onnterfaith work, built on the ethos of creating a caring
communityto meetthe needs of all the people tfie Maindee area of
Newport. The Newport Interfaith Group waslsoformedaround40 years ago
andhas beenwhere discussions, dialogue and learning take plsteieen the
different faith communities

Newport interfaith project proposals

Marilynfacilitated a question and answer session vitie groupandthen
presenkdthree interfaith project proposals that lwva come out of recent
discussions and meetings in Newport.

1 Training for faith diversity

1 Shared space for Good Community Relations

1 Online calendar fomterfaith events

People workedn three separate groups to discuss the proposal which most
interested them, coming upith practical suggestions for taking the initiative
forward.
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Training for faith diversity

Marilyn explained thatraining for the faith communities of Newpott learn

I 62dzi Sl OK 2 { KSShHel it i$ impoiiaiitio provdde #ieS SRS R @
training rather than call in outside agencies

TheTraining for faith diversitgroup feedback was

wda 9RdzOI G Ay 3 LIS2walfildched 2 NJ Ly (!
possible title

w South Wale$olice do such trainingcan we
make use of this?

w Best done in the community, not by aatside
agency

w Young people are much more ready to engage in
interfaith nowadays

wt S2LX S g K2 | Nélthat hahave tBeitie eyefyi or need
to engage in interfaith activities but we need to reach out to them

w We must carry on whether others join in or ngthey will join in when they
see the worth of what we are doing

Shared space for Good Community Relations

Marilyn stated thatK S W{ KISNEFR NJLDI2@ R / 2YYdzy A& wS
Is ongoingand isbeing considered by a few different agencies in Wales
hoped that Community Houseould become a pilot scheme

TheShared spacgroup feedback wathat:

People need a neutral space for gamammunity cohesiomand it should have:
w A room where # canpray

w Family/child/intergenerational friendly

w Eco-friendly outdoors areas

w Sustainable funding

w Stakeholdersvho valuethe space

w No dcoholwould be permitted

w Powerbase or cliques woud be discouraged

w All userdo pay for activitieg; create a new culture that values this
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