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Overview of the day  
 

The Inter-faith Council for Wales (ICW), working with the Equalities and Human 

Rights Commission (EHRC) and the Community Development Foundation (CDF) 

held a consultation day at Newport in March to find out what interfaith work is 

happening in the South East of Wales. The event was hosted by the Newport 

Interfaith Group and supported by Community House Eton Road, Newport. 

Over 90 people from different faith communities and backgrounds were 

invited with 23 people attending. Everyone received a very warm welcome at 

Community House and the event was a great success.  

The day started with short introductions 

from the key note speakers to set the 

scene for interfaith and equalities work 

both locally and nationally, including 

Revd Alan Bayes (ICF), Liz Court (CDF) 

and our guest John Griffiths, Assembly 

Member for Newport East.  

Following the introductions, people split into small groups to discuss what they 

wanted to achieve from the day and what would make it a good experience for 

everyone. They then shared with each other what good community relations 

meant to them and Liz Court facilitated the feedback sessions. Following 

refreshments discussions turned to interfaith work and Nigel Anthony, Project 

Manager, presented the online Interfaith Map, featuring the Newport area.  

Networking and relationship building took place over a relaxed lunch. In the 

afternoon session, the focus was very much on Newport and South East Wales, 

with Marilyn Priday, the local Interfaith Development Worker, setting the 

scene for everyone. Marilyn also outlined three potential local interfaith 

projects that the Newport Interfaith Group would like to undertake and the 

group split up to discuss these in more detail. The group came up with a wide 

range of ideas which have been written up and included in this report. 

The main outcome of the day was relationship building, sharing information 

and the opportunity for a renewed focus on local interfaith work in Newport. 
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Background 

The main aim of the Wales Interfaith Network Good Relations consultation 
process is to build the capacity of the Inter-faith Council for Wales so it can 
better help build relations between people from different faith and spiritual 
communities and to further engage the regions, civic society and the wider 
public across Wales. 

The project started in December 2009 with the aim of carrying out three 
regional interfaith consultations to be completed by 30 April 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partners 
 
The partners for this project are the Inter-faith Council for Wales (ICW), the 
Community Development Foundation Wales (CDF) and the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission (EHRC) which has funded this work. (More 
information on these partners can be found in the Appendix). 
 
The project is managed by the Inter-faith Council for Wales which aims to build 
a culture of mutual understanding and respect between the different faith and 
spiritual communities living in Wales, and with the wider secular society. ICW 
seeks to raise public awareness of what makes each faith community different 
and what unites them. In recent years it has actively sought to be more 
inclusive whilst respecting the sensitivities around traditional interfaith work. 
 
 

 
 

The project brief aims to: increase capacity to build regional 
interfaith structures across Wales to: create good relations and 
deeper understanding between all faith communities and wider 
society; to provide guidance to the general public to reduce 
tension, prejudice and hate crime; to engage with hitherto 
unrepresented faith, spiritual and other communities, including 
both those of belief and non-belief; and to engage more women 
and people from different racial/ethnic backgrounds in interfaith 
community work. 
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The South East Wales consultation event 
 
The consultation event was hosted by Newport Interfaith Group and supported 
by Community House Eton Road. Over 90 people were invited and 23 people 
attended from different faith and spiritual communities, including Christian, 
Quaker, Hare Krishna, Hindu, Sikh, Muslim and people of non-faith. 
 
Key themes 

The key themes for the consultation were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Consultation programme 

The consultation programme included the following: 

ω LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ς setting the scene 

ω Facilitated interactive sessions 

ω Interfaith work in Wales and the new online interfaith map  

ω Focus on Newport and its local priorities 

ω Group discussion and feedback 

ω How the day went and evaluation 

ω Conclusions, acknowledgements and close 

 
 

ω share stories and experiences of 

good or challenging community 

relations 

ω explore the barriers and the 

opportunities for Good Community 

Relations in a growing multi-faith 

and multi-cultural society in South 

East Wales 

ω work together to set up three 

local interfaith projects 
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Main outcomes and next steps 

The main outcomes achieved at the end of the consultation day were: 
  

¶   A better understanding of the Wales interfaith and equalities agendas and of 
the work of Community House and the Newport Interfaith Group  

¶   New relationships and contacts had been made in a warm friendly 
community setting 

¶   Enthusiasm to take forward three local interfaith initiatives in South East 
Wales: 

o  an online local interfaith events calendar 

o a faith diversity training programme for Newport 

o a pilot scheme to create a multi faith shared space at Community 
House 

¶   Agreement by the local interfaith group to continue to map the faith and 
spiritual communities in the South East area using the new online Wales 
Interfaith Network and map  

The next steps are to be decided by the Newport Interfaith Group and 
Community House with the full support of the Inter-faith Council for Wales. 
 
 

Interfaith and equalities work in Wales 
 
Liz Court introduced herself as the facilitator for the day then handed over to 
Revd Alan Bayes, the Chair of the Inter-faith Council for Wales, to provide some 
background on this project. Alan outlined the consultation process in more 
detail and added that the Newport consultation day was the first of three 
interfaith outreach events to learn more about interfaith work and faith 
communities across the regions of Wales. 

Revd Alan then invited the local Assembly Member for Newport East, John 
Griffiths, to say a few words. John said that as a local boy from Pillgwenlly in 
Newport, he was delighted to be invited to this first interfaith consultation 
event and fully supported the work of Newport Interfaith Group, Community 
House and the Inter-faith Council for Wales. John offered to help in any way 
that he could within the boundaries of his remit as a local Assembly Member. 
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Revd Alan thanked him for 
coming and invited John to 
be part of a group 
photograph before he left 
for other duties. 

 

 

 

 
Revd Alan then continued his introduction by confirming that this project had 
the full support of the Inter-faith Council which represented all major faith 
communities in Wales including: .ŀƘŀΩƛΣ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ IƛƴŘǳΣ WŜǿƛǎƘΣ 
Muslim and Sikh. He highlighted that in the last two years, the Council had 
extended its membership to include the regions of Wales and hitherto 
unrepresented faith and spiritual communities.  

Alan updated the group on the successful work of the Inter-faith Council at 
national level over the last 7 or 8 years and directed people to the report: 
Inter-faith Wales: Building trust and respect between people of all faiths 
throughout Wales (copies were available on the day and by download from 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ www.interfaithwales.org). 

 

Community Development and Equalities work in Wales 

Liz Court then explained her background and role as Head of Operations, 
Wales for the Community Development Foundation. Liz confirmed that CDF 
fully supports this interfaith initiative in Wales as an opportunity to promote 
good community development principles supporting social cohesion work and 
good race relations. 

Liz made apologies on behalf of Steve Bennett of the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission and provided information on the EHRC and the new single 
equalities agenda in Wales.  
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Facilitated interactive sessions 

 

Throughout the day people worked in small groups to share their knowledge 

and experience and answer some key questions and the results are 

summarised below. 

 

What are the guidelines for making the day a good experience for everyone?  

People worked in pairs with someone they had not yet met to discuss this 
question. The main points raised were: 

ω Need for care with language, to listen well and be self aware and encourage 
others to take part 

ω People able to come and go throughout the day 

ω Clear direction, good ideas and outcomes 

ω Respect others, friendship, good relationships 

ω Share, include people unable to attend 

ω Appropriate challenge is acceptable 

Everyone agreed with these and to abide by them throughout the day. 

 

 

What do people expect from today? 

The group was asked to find someone 
new to share this question with and to 
write the expectations onto post-it 
notes and stick these to the flipchart. 
In the feedback session, Liz explained 
that the expectations would be 
reviewed to find out whether the day 
had ƭƛǾŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ expectations.  
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Group Discussion and Feedback 

 

What does good community relations mean to 
you? 

This exercise involved working in groups of four 
or five to consider the question about what  
good community relations means to them. Each 
group was asked to feed back the points raised. 

Summary:  

ω Sharing skills, knowledge, consulting each other 

ω Better understanding of different faiths and cultures, creating opportunities 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ άǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 

ω Respect, trust, tolerance, looking after each other, valuing people 

ω Good partnerships, friendships, working with schools and young people 

ω Addressing issues of fear and mistrust, greed and jealousy 

ω Inclusion, sense of inter-connection, respect for diversity, equality 

ω Humanity with humility, becoming good role models 

 

How does interfaith work help build good community relations? 

The next exercise built on the previous one and the groups came up with the 
following points: 

ω Better understanding of other faiths, opportunity for dialogue 

ω Dispels misconceptions, builds trust and tolerance, breaks down ignorance 

ω Brings groups together, welcome for all, reaches out to people 

ω Creates a safe space that is neutral, balanced and caring, a support 
mechanism, encourages openness 

ω Develops ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ƭearns the common values of 
different faiths, combats ignorance and fear  

ω Provides opportunities for social activities together which can lead to 
friendships, wellbeing, enjoyment and easier communication 
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Online interfaith map  
Nigel explained that the Inter-faith Council was in 
the process of creating an online Wales Interfaith 
Network with a map and directory of interfaith 
activities. This can be seen on the website 
www.interfaithwales.org along with a directory 
of organisations and contacts interested in 
interfaith work. 

Nigel gave a demonstration of the map highlighting the 30 or so different 
interfaith groups and organisations across Wales, zooming in on the South East 
area of Wales so that the group could see what has been mapped in the 
Newport area so far.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn explained that she had provided details of the major faith communities 
and places of worship in the Newport area to get the local map started. She 
confirmed that the Newport Interfaith Group would take on the responsibility 
for checking these details and for ensuring the other local faith communities 
are added to the map. 

The new online interfaith network and map was warmly received and the 
consensus was that this would prove to be a very useful resource in the future.  
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Focus on Newport and the South East of Wales 

The afternoon session, led by Marilyn Proday, the Interfaith Development 

Worker at Community House, focussed on the community building work of the 

Newport Interfaith Group and Community House and ended with discussions 

about the priorities for the coming year or so. 

 

Interfaith work in Newport  

Marilyn started with a brief history of interfaith work in Newport. At one time 
Newport had been a community of mainly indigenous Welsh people but had a 
long history of people coming to the South East Wales area from many 
different countries - where today there are 22 languages spoken locally. 
Marilyn explained the history of Community House Eton Road which was 
originally a Presbyterian Church in Wales place of worship, demolished 41 
years ago and then rebuilt as a community centre instead of a church with a 
chapel for worship at its centre. 

As the population of Maindee changed, the work of the community centre has 
increasingly focussed on interfaith work, built on the ethos of creating a caring 
community to meet the needs of all the people of the Maindee area of 
Newport. The Newport Interfaith Group was also formed around 40 years ago 
and has been where discussions, dialogue and learning take place between the 
different faith communities. 

 

Newport interfaith project proposals 

Marilyn facilitated a question and answer session with the group and then 

presented three interfaith project proposals that have come out of recent 

discussions and meetings in Newport.  

¶ Training for faith diversity 

¶ Shared space for Good Community Relations 

¶  Online calendar for interfaith events  

People worked in three separate groups to discuss the proposal which most 

interested them, coming up with practical suggestions for taking the initiative 

forward.  
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Training for faith diversity 

Marilyn explained that training for the faith communities of Newport to learn 

ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ She felt it is important to provide the 

training rather than call in outside agencies. 

The Training for faith diversity group feedback was: 

ω ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘέ would be a 
possible title 

ω South Wales Police do such training - can we 
make use of this? 

ω Best done in the community, not by an outside 
agency 

ω Young people are much more ready to engage in 
interfaith nowadays 

ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƻƴΩǘ feel that they have the time, energy or need 
to engage in interfaith activities but we need to reach out to them 

ω We must carry on whether others join in or not ς they will join in when they 
see the worth of what we are doing 

 

Shared space for Good Community Relations 

Marilyn stated that tƘŜ Ψ{ƘŀǊŜŘ {ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻƻŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

is ongoing, and is being considered by a few different agencies in Wales.  It is 

hoped that Community House could become a pilot scheme. 

The Shared space group feedback was that: 

People need a neutral space for good community cohesion and it should have: 

ω A room where all can pray 

ω Family/child/intergenerational friendly 

ω Eco-friendly outdoors areas 

ω Sustainable funding 

ω Stakeholders who value the space 

ω No alcohol would be permitted 

ω Powerbases or cliques would be discouraged 

ω All users to pay for activities ς create a new culture that values this 

 

 


